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COURSE SPECIFICATION

	Course Title
	MArch Architecture

	Final Award 
	Master of Architecture

	Interim Awards 
	Postgraduate Diploma in Architectural Studies Postgraduate Certificate in Architectural Studies

	Awarding Body 
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Ravensbourne University London

	Teaching Institution 
	Ravensbourne University London

	UCAS Code 
	

	HECOS code (with Subject percentage Splits if applicable) 
	

	QAA Subject Benchmark 
	Architecture

	External Accrediting Bodies 
	Architect’s Registration Board (sought)

	Apprenticeship Standard used to inform the development of the course (if applicable)
	n/a

	Accelerated Degree Option
	[bookmark: Check1]|X| No

	Level 6 Top Up Option (online only)
	|X| No

	Study Load 
	|X| Full-time
[bookmark: Check2]|X| Part-time

	Mode of study 
	|X| Face-to-face
|_| Blended

	Delivery Location(s) 
	|X| Ravensbourne University campus

	Length(s) of Course(s) 
	Full-time – 2 years
Part-time – 3 years

	Type (open/closed) 
	Open

	Validation period 
	Five years 

	Intended First Cohort Start Date 
	January 2027

	Date produced/amended  
	May 2025

	Course Leader 
	To be confirmed

	Course Development Team Members 
	Luke Murray
Alberto Villanueva

	Course Administrative Contact 
	Emma Kunz



	Course Description 

	The MArch Architecture course is a two year full-time, and three-year part-time qualification designed to meet the requirements of Architect’s Registration Board (ARB) accreditation criteria, and validation by the Royal Institute of British Architects (RIBA). The course offers the knowledge and skills necessary to meet Article 46 of the EU Qualification Directive and the QAA Benchmark Statement for Architecture. The course is structured around 240 credits, divided into 120 credits per year for full-time students and 80 credits per year for part-time students. Of the 240 credits, 120 credits will be related to design-based project work, with the other 120 credits allocated to research and report-based study.

The course aims to develop architectural professionals who have acquired an undergraduate qualification in architecture or a similar degree, using specialist tools, practices, and methodologies, into critically minded individuals with a focus on professional responsibility, ethical practice, and social purpose to engender a better built environment, 

The MArch course at Ravensbourne embodies in the School of Built Environment’s pillars linked to sustainability, community, and social impact, and interdisciplinarity, which are demonstrated across the 240 credits of the MArch Architecture course. Students are required to demonstrate critical and reflective attitudes and behaviours across a range of complex professional scenarios, working collaborating with others – within and external to the profession – and independently. This course has been specifically designed to equip students with the necessary competences to carry out their role successfully with the relevant knowledge, skills, and behaviours. Students will engage with both practical and theoretical aspects of the profession, developing complex propositions, underpinned by research, professionalism, and technology. 

The MArch is a design-led course, underpinned by professional and ethical practice, critical research, ecological and sustainable thinking, and the application of technology integrated into architectural and spatial propositions. Students will demonstrate the understanding and ability to conceive of, develop, and realise architectural design projects within an academic context, some at the current boundaries of the profession. Design will be supported by knowledge of the context of architecture and principles related to cultural, social, technological, and economic factors within diverse global contexts. The course encourages understanding of the wider professional contexts in which an architect operates, including management and leadership for architectural practice. They will have understanding and ability to conduct appropriate research to inform the advancement of the profession, including the ability to test, monitor and evaluate research.



	Course Aims

	· To provide structured advanced postgraduate study in architecture that is underpinned by theory, professionalism, technology design research, and design methodologies informed by current boundaries of knowledge;

	· To educate critically minded architectural professionals to study at the forefront of the discipline, acknowledging the professional and ethical duties of architects to others;

	· To integrate full-time (2-years) and part-time (3-years) modes of delivery, providing flexibility of routes to professional practice to encourage a collaborative environment;

	· To cultivate individuals with the capabilities to be critical, reflective, and active, whilst maintaining responsibility, applicable in a range of professional and complex contexts; 

	· To enable individuals to demonstrate the required knowledge and skills to meet the requirements of prescription by ARB and validation criteria by the RIBA, as a postgraduate qualification.



[bookmark: _Toc82004178]Course Learning Outcomes
	The course provides opportunities for students to develop and demonstrate knowledge and   understanding, qualities, skills, and other attributes in the following areas.
On completion of the MArch: Master of Architecture students will be able to:

	Explore
	LO1 Advanced knowledge of contextually relevant theoretical and professional requirements of an architect and the impact of decisions in significant topics such as environmental sustainability, fire and life safety, ethical practice, and integrated technology.

LO2 Ability to conduct sound research recognising its significance in the advancement of knowledge to produce critical, reflective, and logically argued research, related to environmental, professional, social, and economic contexts in architecture.

	Create
	LO3 Ability to generate complex architectural and spatial proposals, demonstrating understanding of some of the current boundaries of knowledge through synthesised, creative approaches to hypotheses, tested, evaluated, and expressed through designs. 

LO4 The ability to communicate in a range of comprehensive visual, oral, and written media, to a mix of audiences and expertise, integrating professional climate targets and safeguarding requirements.

	Influence
	LO5 Understanding of the context of architecture within the wider construction industry, and the architect's responsibilities collectively and individually related to management, practice and leadership and the delivery of buildings recognising legislation and statutory requirements.

LO6 Understanding the architect's obligations to clients, users and wider society in the design and delivery of projects, with the ability to make sound judgements, problem solve and use initiative in complex and unpredictable environments.

	Integrate
	LO7 The ability to specify and evaluate materials, construction processes, and performance techniques ethically and responsibly and integrate informed decisions to manage risk in complex and practicable architectural proposals. 

LO8 Ability to identify individual learning needs for further development, keeping up to date with professional standards and legislation to deliver projects, whilst working within the limits of competence and experience.



	Where a student does not complete the full course but exits with a Postgraduate Diploma in Architectural Studies (120 credits), they will have had the opportunity to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, qualities, skills, and other attributes in the following areas.
As the achievement of this exit awards means only partial completion of the MArch Programme, the award CANNOT be recognised by the professional bodies RIBA and ARB and will NOT therefore be validated nor prescribed by them. It does NOT provide exemption from the RIBA Part 2 examination for professional qualification and are NOT ARB prescribed.
On completion of the Postgraduate Diploma in Architectural Studies students will be able to:

	Explore
	LO1 Evidence knowledge of contextual and professional requirements of an architect and the impact in certain key areas related to ethics and collaboration.

LO2 Demonstrate skills to research issues related to cultural, environmental, and professional contexts into individual, critical positions.

	Create
	LO3 Ability to generate architectural proposals that explore innovation associated with a brief through iteration and exploration.

LO4 Communicate effectively to different audiences using various tools, including resourcing and planning needs.

	Influence
	LO5 Demonstrate business knowledge and ethics and the impact of climate and environment on the built environment. 

LO6 Ability to problem solve through design and adaptation, collaborating with others involved with the delivery of projects, with context and user requirements in mind. 

	Integrate
	LO7 Demonstrate application of materials and ethical sourcing that impact human and non-humans in a design, informed by a project brief and making collaborative decisions.

LO8 Identify commitment to the needs of others within a professional context, upholding the obligations of an architect and recognising individual learning needs. 



	Where a student does not complete the full course but exits with a Postgraduate Certificate in Architectural Studies (60 credits), they will have had the opportunity to develop and demonstrate knowledge and understanding, qualities, skills, and other attributes in the following areas.
As the achievement of this exit awards means only partial completion of the MArch Programme, the award CANNOT be recognised by the professional bodies RIBA and ARB and will NOT therefore be validated nor prescribed by them. It does NOT provide exemption from the RIBA Part 2 examination for professional qualification and are NOT ARB prescribed.
On completion of the Postgraduate Certificate in Architectural Studies students will be able to:

	Explore
	LO1 Evidence certain knowledge of contextual and professional requirements of an architect through ethics and collaboration.

LO2 Demonstrate core skills for research associated with a critical area within the context of architecture, developing a critical position.

	Create
	LO3 Ability to generate architectural proposals that explore individual ideas tested through a project brief and communicate this to different audiences using various representational tools. 

LO4 Communicate core ideas to different audiences using various tools, including resourcing and planning needs.

	Influence
	LO5 Demonstrate foundational business and ethics knowledge, with consideration for climate and environmental challenges, communicating with others to contribute ideas. 

LO6 Problem solving skills presented through the re-application of a design, and knowledge of others involved in stages of the delivery of a project. 

	Integrate
	LO7 Demonstrate core knowledge of materials and ethical sourcing and their impact, associated to a project brief. 

LO8 Identify individuals learning needs whilst recognising the obligations of an architect.




	Ravensbourne University Assessment Criteria

	
Explore

	Research and Analysis
Subject Knowledge 
Critical Thinking and Reflection 
Problem Solving

	
Create

	Ideation 
Experimentation 
Technical Competence
Communication and Presentation

	
Influence

	Social Impact
Ethical Impact 
Environmental Impact 

	
Integrate

	Collaboration 
Entrepreneurship and Enterprise 
Professional Development



Core Competencies 
Each module learning outcome should be aligned to at least one competency.
	
Competency
	
Definition
	Aligned Assessment Criteria

	
Cognitive

	The ability to acquire, retain and use knowledge, recognise, pose, and solve problems. Attributes may include:
· Evaluate their own beliefs, biases, and assumptions
· Evaluate strengths, weaknesses, and fallacies of logic in arguments and information
· Apply lesson from the past or learned knowledge and skills to new and varied situations
· Perform basic computations or approach practical problems by choosing appropriately from a variety of mathematical techniques
· Devise and defend a logical hypothesis to explain observed phenomenon
· Recognize a problem and devise and implement a plan of action

	
Explore, Create, Integrate, Influence

	
Creative

	The ability to generate new ideas, express themselves creatively, innovate and/ or solve complex problems in an original way.

	
Create

	
Professional



	The ability to understand and effectively meet the expectations of industry partners, through outputs and behaviours.
	
Integrate, Influence

	
Emotional, Social and Physical

	
Emotional -The intrapersonal ability to identify, assess, and regulate one’s own emotions and moods; to discriminate among them and to use this information to guide one’s thinking and actions and where one has to make consequential decisions for oneself. Attributes may include: 
· Self-awareness & regulation (including metacognition)
· Mindfulness
· Cognitive flexibility
· Emotional resilience
· Motivation
· Ethical decision- making

Social - The interpersonal ability to identify & understand the underlying emotions of individuals and groups, enhancing communication efficacy, empathy, and influence. Attributes may include:
· Managing your audience
· Coordinating with others
· Negotiation
· Creativity
· People management
· Leadership & entrepreneurship
· Service orientation
· Active listening
· Coaching and mentoring
Physical - The ability to perceive and optimise physiological activity and responses to influence emotion, solve problems or otherwise effect behaviour. Physical intelligence engages the body to train neuron pathways to help change an inappropriate response to an appropriate response. Attributes may include 
· Self-discipline & management
· Attention
· Reaction & response time
· Cognitive & muscle memory
· Managing stress
· Physical resilience
	
Explore, Influence,
Integrate

	
Cultural 
	
The capability to relate to and work effectively across cultures including intercultural engagement, cultural understanding, and intercultural communication.

	
Influence, Integrate

	

Enterprise and Entrepreneurial
	
The generation and application of ideas within a practical setting. It combines creativity, idea generation and design thinking, with problem identification, problem solving, and innovation followed by practical action. This can, but does not exclusively, lead to venture creation (UK Quality Assurance Agency, Enterprise, and Entrepreneurship Education 2018). 

	
Create, Influence,  Integrate

	
Digital
	The confident adoption of applications, new devices, software and services and the ability to stay up to date with ICT as it evolves. The ability to deal with failures and problems of ICT and to design and implement solutions (Jisc Digital Capabilities Framework)

	
Explore, Create, Integrate, Influence

	
Ravensbourne Return 

	
Engagement with inhouse activities including mentoring other students, volunteering, acting as a student rep or ambassador.
Demonstrate a knowledge of current events and social issues
Identify their personal convictions and explore options for putting these convictions into practice
Engagement with the external community through (from) employment, volunteering, participation in a Professional Life or other programme-based project.

	
Explore, Create, Influence, Integrate,



Learning, Teaching and Assessment
	Learning and Teaching methods
	Assessment Strategy

	This course will engage in a variety of learning, teaching, and assessment methods, with all modules developed to be delivered face-to-face. 
The university’s virtual learning environment (VLE) will be used to support the delivery of face-to-face learning and teaching to offer a more rounded experience. 
Although all work will be individually assessed; students may work collaboratively in groups within the cohort and with external parties. 
Learning and teaching will include:
· Classroom based sessions
· Small collaborative group tutorials and seminars
· Tutorials in different formats
· Reflective learning
· Peer to peer learning 
· Feedback and feedforward
· Site visits
· Workshops
· Presentation
	The methods of assessment for the MArch Architecture course will include a range of creative assignments to allow students to test hypotheses and speculate. This will include formative and summative assessments that might include presentations, portfolio work, learning journals, reports, peer assessment, self-assessment, and external reviews. These methods aim to help students to critically engage and reflect on their learning journey and academic progress.
Assessments will include (but may not be limited to) coursework submissions, reports, practice assessments, or a combination of these. 
Formative feedback will be provided at a given time within the semester, to support students’ progress their work in advance of the summative. Formative feedback will be aligned to learning outcomes and assessment tasks specific to the module. 
Summative assessment will provide conclusive feedback to the module and allow students to reflect on their submission. Feedforward will also support students in enhancing their skills for future submissions and professional development. 

	Work Placement

	This course will increase student’s employability opportunities through collaboration with employers at different stages throughout the course. Practitioners will be involved across modules through teaching, mentoring, visitor, and reviewer capacities. There will be further opportunities to develop employability skills through real briefs, working with employers as a client and collaborators.



Course Structure
	Module Code
	Module Title
	Shared Module
	Mandatory / Elective
	Credits

	Level 7
	
	
	
	

	ARC26701
	Design 01: Adapt
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26702
	Critical Context
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26703
	Business and Ethics
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26704
	Regenerate
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26705
	Design 02: Collaborate
	NA
	Mandatory
	40

	ARC26706
	Final Major Practice Research
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26707
	Future Practice
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26708
	Design 03: Appraise
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26709
	Performance
	NA
	Mandatory
	20

	ARC26710
	Final Masters Project
	NA
	Mandatory
	40

	
	
	
	Total
	240




Learning Hours
	Learning Hours (per 20 credit module excluding the Work Placement)

	Staff – Student Contact Hours 
	Independent Study Hours 

	Formal Scheduled Teaching 
	36 
	Independent Study 
	146

	Supervised access to resources 
	18 
	
	

	Total 
	200 



Design modules have more scheduled learning hours attached to them, due to the nature of the teaching required on design-based modules on the course. 
	Learning Hours (per 20 credit module excluding the Work Placement)

	Staff – Student Contact Hours
	Independent and Directed Study Hours

	Formal Scheduled Teaching 
	48
	Independent Study
	134

	Supervised access to resources 
	18
	
	

	Total                                                  
	200



Course Regulations
	Entry Requirements

	Home
The standard entry requirements for this course are as follows:
· A lower second-class honours degree in architecture 
· Or an equivalent EU / international qualification 
· Or a professional qualification recognised as equivalent to an honours degree
And normally at least one year of relevant professional experience.

If you are applying directly from an undergraduate degree course without experience or professional practice, you must be able to demonstrate a strong portfolio of academic work and professional acumen, mapped to professional body competences. 

International
If you have international qualifications, please view our entry requirements per country
To be eligible for this course, you will need to be a competent speaker and writer of English. If you require a Student Visa you need to provide us with an IELTS or equivalent English language qualification, which demonstrates a minimum of 6.5 (with a minimum of 5.5 in each sub test) or CEFR Level B2 in each component. Please read the English Language requirements or contact postgrad@rave.ac.uk for more information.

Selection criteria
We believe that those engaged with the design and development of the built environment should come from a wide range of backgrounds and experiences. We select applications based on the following criteria:
· Clear interest in architecture and spatial design, with a motivation to conduct personal research agendas, relevant to the profession;
· Ability to problem-solve and produce creative design proposals that demonstrate engagement with topics related to climate literacy, safety of its users and wider society;
· Communicate design ideas and propositions using a range of media and representational techniques for different audiences;
· Knowledge of the obligations of the architect to serve society, and the profession’s ethical and just relationship to the environment and technology;
· Sharing personal and professional aspirations and how these fit with the MArch course.
All applicants will be asked to present their academic portfolio along with examples of experience undertaken in professional practice. The portfolio should not be exhaustive but can include other relevant representational materials. 

	Accreditation of Prior Learning (if applicable)

	Applications are welcomed from those who may not possess formal entry qualifications, mature students, those with work experience or with qualifications other than those listed above. Such applicants should demonstrate sufficient aptitude and potential to complete the course successfully. Applicants will be assessed at interview in accordance with Ravensbourne’s Accreditation of Prior Learning Policy and Procedure and Student Transfer Plan. 

	Conditions for Progression

	Students will be deemed to have passed a module if they achieve a C- (50%) for postgraduate students. Some modules, e.g. electives, use Pass/Fail grades and no marks are awarded. Pass/Fail grades are not used in the calculation of classifications for awards. 
For a student to progress from one academic year to the next, they must have successfully passed all modules in that year, acquiring 120 credits (for full-time students) or 80 credits (for part-time students)
Students must pass all modules in the year of study before progressing to the next year of study. This applies to both full-time and part-time students
Students are not eligible for compensation. All modules are must-pass modules and therefore students must achieve a pass mark of 50%.

	Reassessment of Failed Elements 

	Failure or non-submission in any assessment will result in a Fail grade for the component. 
Non-submission in any component or module will result in a non-submission for that component and module. A student must then successful retrieve the failed or non-submitted component by resubmission of assessment in order to pass the module.
A student shall be permitted three attempts at each assessment; one first sit and two resits. 
Where a student successfully retrieves an assessment failure, the grade for the assessment will be capped at D- (undergraduate) or C- (postgraduate) (except where Extenuating Circumstances have been approved). The overall grade for the module will be calculated using all achieved grades where there are two or more components. 
All components must be passed in order to progress a module. 

	Conditions for the Granting of Awards

	A student who completes an approved course of study, shall be awarded MArch Master of Architecture. 
Those students who exit the Course without completing it may be entitled to exit with an award of either a: 
1. Postgraduate Diploma of Higher Education in Architecture, provided they complete an approved course of modules and the learning outcomes for such award as set out in the Course Specification. 
2. Postgraduate Certificate of Higher Education in Architecture, provided they complete an approved course of modules and the learning outcomes for such award as set out in the Course Specification.
The pathway to become an architect in the UK requires satisfactory completion of an accredited Part 2 course. More information on the route to becoming a UK registered architect can be found on the Architect’s Registration Board website:
https://arb.org.uk/student-information/transition-faqs-and-glossary-for-students/  
  

	Any derogation(s) from the Regulations required? 

	Professional Body Criteria
	The curriculum has been designed to align with ARB (Architect’s Registration Board), Tomorrow’s Architect and RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects) The Way Ahead criteria. The mapping has been complete and indicated in the mapping document.
As a requirement of professional accreditation and validation with ARB and RIBA, all modules and module components are compulsory and must be passed to demonstrate professional competences have been met, relevant to the Part 2 criteria.
Any module with more than one element of assessment require that a pass is achieved for each element to ensure compliance with PSRB criteria (ARB and RIBA).

	Student Support
	https://www.ravensbourne.ac.uk/student-services

	Assessment Regulations
	https://www.ravensbourne.ac.uk/staff-and-student-policies 





	Course Learning Outcomes
	CLO1
EXPLORE
	CLO2
EXPLORE
	CLO3
CREATE
	CLO4
CREATE
	CLO5
INFLUENCE
	CLO6
INFLUENCE
	CLO7
INTEGRATE
	CLO8
INTEGRATE

	Level 7 Modules

	ARC26701 Design 01: Adapt
	
	
	LO1
	
	
	LO2
	
	LO3

	ARC26702 Critical Context
	
	LO1
	LO3
	
	LO2
	
	
	LO4

	ARC26703 Business and Ethics
	LO1
	LO3
	
	
	LO2
	LO4
	
	

	ARC26704 Regenerate
	
	LO1
	LO2
	
	
	
	LO3
	

	ARC26705 Design 02: Collaborate
	LO1
	
	LO4
	LO5
	
	LO3
	LO2, 6
	

	ARC26706 Final Major Practice Research
	LO1
	
	LO2
	
	
	
	LO3
	

	ARC26707 Future Practice
	
	LO2
	
	
	LO4
	LO1
	LO3
	LO5

	ARC26708 Design 03: Appraise
	
	LO1
	
	LO2
	LO3
	
	
	LO4

	ARC26709 Performance
	LO1
	
	LO4
	LO3
	
	
	LO2
	LO5

	ARC26710 Final Masters Project
	LO6
	
	LO1, 3
	LO5
	LO2
	
	LO4
	



Course Diagram – full-time
	
	Semester 1 
	        Semester 2

	
Level 7

120 credits
	
ARC26702 Design 01: Adapt
20 credits 
	
ARC26704 Regenerate
20 credits

	
	
ARC26702 Critical Context
20 credits
	
ARC26705 Design 2: Collaborate
40 credits



	
	
ARC26703 Business and Ethics
20 credits
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Level 7

120 credits
	
ARC26706 Final Major Practice Research
20 credits
	
ARC26707 Future Practice
20 credits



	
	
ARC26709 Performance
20 credits
	
ARC26710 Final Masters Project
40 credits




	
	
ARC26708 Design 03: Appraise 
20 credits
	




Course Diagram – part-time
	
	Semester 1 
	        Semester 2

	
Level 7

80 credits





	
ARC26701 Design 01: Adapt
20 credits 
	

ARC26705 Design 02: Collaborate
40 credits



	
	
ARC26703 Business and Ethics
20 credits
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Level 7

80 credits
	
ARC26706 Final Major Practice Research
20 credits

	
ARC26704 Regenerate
20 credits


	
	
ARC26702 Critical Context
20 credits
	
ARC26707 Future Practice
20 credits




	                       Semester 1                                                             Semester 2

	
Level 7

120 credits
	
ARC26709 Performance
20 credits
	
ARC26710 Final Masters Project
40 credits






	
	
ARC26708 Design 03: Appraise
20 credits
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