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9. Unit Introduction
This is a lecture and seminar-based unit offering opportunities for debate, discussion
and polemic, this unit explores some of the more controversial historical or political
aspects of the history of the city, its design and means of communication, focusing
on a series of particular topics and themes in architecture, landscape and design.
Students attend lectures and undertake the research of historical urban contexts,
issues and case studies for debate and discussion, leading to the submission of an
individual written essay.
Students are encouraged to choose a topic relevant to their studio work and their
developing knowledge in architectural and design history and theory. As part of
tutorial process they are advised on their selection of an appropriate topic and the
scope and extent of the study.
10. Aims of the Unit





To acquire, reflect, analyse and evaluate knowledge within the subject area of
urban history/history of the city;
To develop confidence in the appropriate articulation of that knowledge with
regard to message, medium, mode of communication, and intent;
To develop confidence in the value of individual views and beliefs, as well as
skills in the appreciation and evaluation of the views of others;
To develop an understanding of the significance of relevant research, and the
need for the correct use of referencing.

11. Indicative Content




Sustainable communities: Architecture, landscape, design and infrastructure;
The history and context of urban development, including issues of conservation;
Contextual and/or historical information of significance in the development of
architectural and design discourse;









Formulation of a critical point of view with regard to the subject - architecture,
landscape , design;
Acknowledgment of different attitudes and opinions on relevant issues
Articulation of a personal and political stance;
Development of a variety of techniques for gathering and analysing information;
Utilisation of a correct method of referencing sources;
Application of source material in the development of written work;
Use of appropriate modes of writing in the presentation of a specified subject and
audience.

12. Unit Learning Outcomes
In order to successfully satisfy the learning outcomes students are required to
engage with the process of learning. The learning outcomes refer to developing the
following attribute and must be read in conjunction with it:
GA1.4 Ability to evaluate evidence, arguments and assumptions in order to make
and present sound judgments within a structured discourse relating to architectural
culture, theory and design.
Learning Outcome
Marking Criteria
On completion of this unit students will have:
1.
Demonstrated knowledge of
Research
cultural, social and intellectual
histories, theories and technologies
that influence the design of
Analysis
buildings, landscape, urban design
and the planning of communities;
(ref: ARB/RIBA GC2.1, GC2.2,
Subject
GC4.1)
Knowledge

Experimentation
2. Demonstrated the ability to critically
analyse and evaluate the impact of
urban design and building on
communities
and
the
built
environment;
(ref:
ARB/RIBA
GC2.2, GC4.2, GC6.3)

Research

Analysis

Subject
Knowledge

Experimentation
3. Critically analysed and evaluated
theoretical
and
conceptual
approaches to the design of a

Research
Analysis

Technical
Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal &
Professional
Development
Collaborative and /
or Independent
Professional working
Technical
Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal &
Professional
Development
Collaborative and /
or Independent
Professional working
Technical
Competence
Communication &

particular space within an existing
urban context; (ref: ARB/RIBA
GC2.1, GC2.2, GC5.3)

Presentation
Subject
Knowledge

Experimentation
4. Demonstrated the ability to conduct
relevant research in urban studies
and applied a variety of research
techniques.
(ref:
ARB/RIBA
GC2.3)

Research

Analysis

Subject
Knowledge

Personal &
Professional
Development
Collaborative and /
or Independent
Professional working
Technical
Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal &
Professional
Development

Collaborative and /
Experimentation
or Independent
Professional working
Please see the Project Brief for a more detailed explanation of the relationship
between learning outcomes and marking criteria.
13. Learning and Teaching Methods
This unit will be delivered using a combination of:












Briefings
Lectures
Project work
Seminars
Workshops
Group work
Online activity
Individual Presentations and critiques
Group presentations and critiques
Self-directed independent study
Other (describe below)

14. Assessment
Researched and written an essay on the history of architecture / urban landscape
architecture (max 3000 words) and recorded and developed a critical analysis of an
existing urban space (drawings, diagrams, schedules and max 1000 words).
All assessment components to be uploaded at formative and summative stages on
Moodle.
The assessment for this unit is weighted. In element-based assessment, you must
achieve at least an E grade in each element, and an aggregate grade of at least D-

in the overall unit. Failure (F, or F-), or non-submission in any element defaults to
Fail for the unit.
This unit is assessed through two elements, weighted as follows:



Essay (60%)
Analysis of an urban space (40%)

All learning outcomes must be achieved to pass this unit.
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