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9. Unit Introduction
This is a lecture-based unit introducing the history and theory of architecture, urban
landscape architecture and design.
This unit is an historical ‘survey’ unit, introducing basic architectural terms, concepts
and topics utilising examples of buildings, cities and landscape, from the ancient
world to the 21st Century. It involves the analysis of key precedents, in order to
demonstrate the influence of patterns of inhabitation and culture through historically
significant cities, buildings, landscapes and other artefacts.
Students are encouraged to choose a topic relevant to their studio work and their
developing knowledge in architectural and design history and theory. As part of
tutorial process they are advised on their selection of an appropriate topic and the
scope and extent of the study.
10. Aims of the Unit
1. To introduce key issues in the understanding of the history and theory of the built
environment in the context of cultural and historical change;
2. To introduce ethical issues in the interpretation of architectural, urban and
landscape design;
3. To introduce students to architectural, landscape and design discourse – to
question, investigate, research, challenge opinions or preconceptions and form
their own standpoint;
4. To develop skills and confidence in conducting research and developing ideas
and writing to an appropriate academic standard.
11. Indicative Content
Support for this unit is provided through a series of lectures and seminars focusing
on theories, issues and significant movements related to the history and
development of architecture, urban landscape architecture and design including:

1. Key works of landscape, urbanism, architecture / urban landscape architecture,
art, and design;
2. Fundamental concepts and significant movements in art, architecture, urban
landscape architecture and design theory;
3. Ethics in architecture/ urban landscape architecture and design: the historical
implications of the production and consumption;
4. The analysis and critique of key exemplars: history of architecture/ urban
landscape architecture as fact and as storytelling, myth;
5. Basic research skills, including academic standards of writing and the referencing
of sources, and understanding issues of plagiarism and its consequences.
12. Unit Learning Outcomes
In order to successfully satisfy the learning outcomes students are required to
engage with the process of learning. The learning outcomes refer to developing the
following attribute and must be read in conjunction with it:
GA1.4 Ability to evaluate evidence, arguments and assumptions in order to make
and present sound judgments within a structured discourse relating to architectural
culture, theory and design.
Learning Outcome
Marking Criteria
On completion of this unit students will have demonstrated:
1. knowledge of and the ability to
Research
evaluate
and
interpret
Analysis
architectural and landscape
Subject
ideas through reference to
Knowledge
selected historical examples;
(ref: ARB/RIBA GC2.2)
Experimentation

Technical Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal & Professional
Development
Collaborative and / or
Independent Professional
working

2.

knowledge of
the interrelationship of theory, practice
and
technology
and
their
historical
influence
in
architectural and environmental
design; (ref: ARB/RIBA GC3.1,
GC3.2)

3. an ability to present, evaluate
and interpret a selected set of
historical examples of buildings
and landscapes in a written text
with the systematic use of
standard academic references;

Research
Analysis
Subject
Knowledge
Experimentation

Technical Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal & Professional
Development
Collaborative and / or
Independent Professional
working

Research
Analysis
Subject
Knowledge
Experimentation

Technical Competence
Communication &
Presentation
Personal & Professional
Development
Collaborative and / or
Independent Professional
working

Please see the Project Brief for a more detailed explanation of the relationship
between learning outcomes and marking criteria.
13. Learning and Teaching Methods
This unit will be delivered using a combination of:












Briefings
Lectures
Project work
Seminars
Workshops
Group work
Online activity
Individual Presentations and critiques
Group presentations and critiques
Self-directed independent study
Other (describe below)

14. Assessment
Assessment Task
Researched and written essay (approx. 2000 words)
This unit is assessed holistically (100% of the unit).
All learning outcomes must be achieved to pass this unit.
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Books;
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Press;
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Referencing
Ravensbourne How to reference your academic work. Available on Intranet:
https://intranet.rave.ac.uk/download/attachments/95453309/Referencing_Guide.
pdf?version=1&modificationDate=1317804212937 Subject to revision.
Further Reading and Resources Further reading and resources will be identified in
your Brief.

